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description of the script
To fix widows throughout a document, 
Widow Fixer adds a GPEP style to whichever 
paragraph styles you choose. The GREP style 
finds the last space in a paragraph and prevents 
it from breaking, therefore fixing widows.

Description, System Requirements & Screenshot

InDesign CS5.5, CS5 or CS4 Mac or PC 1024 x 768 screen

 768

1024

Minimum System Requirements
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Installing into InDesign CS5.5, CS5 or CS4
1.	 Open the Scripts Panel as follows: 

InDesign CS5 or Later: Go into Window > Utilities > Scripts. 
InDesign CS4: Go into Window > Automation > Scripts.

2.	 In the Scripts Panel you’ll see Application and User folders. Scripts can 
be installed into either, but only admins can install into the Application 
folder. If you’re not an admin, choose the User folder. With one of the 
folders selected, at the top right of the panel go into the menu and 
choose Reveal in Finder (Mac) or Reveal in Explorer (PC).

3.	 You should now see a Scripts Panel folder. Drag the script files/folder 
into there and it’s installed!

4.	 Switch back to InDesign and the script will be listed under the folder 
you put it in. To start the script just double-click it and enjoy!

Specific folder locations
Want to know where the Scripts Panel folders are located?

Mac

Hard Drive > Applications > Adobe InDesign CS5.5 (or CS5, CS4) >  
Scripts > Scripts Panel 
or  
Hard Drive > Users > [username] > Library > Preferences > 
Adobe InDesign > Version 7.5 (or 7.0, 6.0) > Scripts > Scripts Panel

Windows 7 & Vista

C:Drive > Program Files > Adobe > Adobe InDesign CS5.5 (or CS5, CS4) > 
Scripts > Scripts Panel 
or 
C:Drive > Users > [username] > AppData > Roaming > Adobe > 
InDesign > Version 7.5 (or 7.0, 6.0) > [en_US or other language] > 
Scripts > Scripts Panel

Windows XP

C:Drive > Program Files > Adobe > Adobe InDesign CS5.5 (or CS5, CS4) > 
Scripts > Scripts Panel  
or 
C:Drive > Documents and Settings > [username] > Application Data > 
Adobe > InDesign > Version 7.5 (or 7.0, 6.0) > [en_US or other language] > 
Scripts > Scripts Panel

Installing the Script
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Step #2

Double-click the script

Using the Script

Step #1

Open the scripts panel

In CS5 or later choose Window > Utilities > Scripts. 
In CS4 choose Window > Automation > Scripts.

Step #3

Choose paragraph styles to fix

Choose one or more paragraph styles to add 
the Widow Fixer GREP style to. 

Extra spaces at the end of paragraphs will prevent 
the fix from working. To ensure the fix will work, 

check on Remove Trailing Whitespace.

Click Add Widow Fix when done.
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Description of Features

Add Widow Fix script:

Run the Add Widow Fix script to add the Widow Fixer GREP style to 
your desired paragraph styles. Choose one or more paragraph styles which 
you have used throughout your document. If you did not use styles, choose 
[Basic Paragraph]. If you didn’t use styles then all your text should be based 
on that. 

Remove Trailing Whitespace option:

Extra spaces at the end of paragraphs will prevent the fix from working. 
To ensure the fix will work, check on Remove Trailing Whitespace. If you 
already added the widow fix to some paragraph styles and later realize you 
forgot to remove trailing whitespace, just double-click the Add Widow Fix 
script. Check on Remove Trailing Whitespace and click Add Widow Fix. 
The script will say that no paragraph styles were changed (non needed the 
GREP style to be added), but that the whitespace will be removed.

Remove Widow Fix script:

Run the Remove Widow Fix script to remove the GREP style(s) that 
Widow  Fixer added. You’ll see a list of paragraph styles that contain the 
widow fix. If a paragraph style doesn’t have the fix, it will not be listed. 

If you want to remove all traces of the Widow Fixer script from a file, you 
will need to manually remove the WidowFixer-NoBreak character style in 
the Character Styles panel (can be found by going into the Type menu, 
Character Styles).
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Licensing & Legal

Copyright and Credit
Copyright © 2010–2011 Dan Rodney – instructor, graphic designer 

http://www.danrodney.com 
Adobe Certified Expert 
Adobe Certified Instructor

Use of the Widow Fixer script is subject to the following terms: 
The Widow Fixer script is the sole property of Dan Rodney. 
The Widow Fixer script is NOT to be distributed freely. 
No part of the script can be used and/or redistributed as your own.  
In other words: “Please don’t steal my hard work!”  J

Purchasing
For more information or to purchase a license: 

please visit http://www.danrodney.com 
or email dan@danrodney.com

Single-User License
Allows an individual to install and use this script on as many machines as he/she works 
on. It is not to be used by multiple persons. Only the person who purchased the license 
has the right to use this script. Multiple installed copies cannot be used concurrently. 
Since there is only one licensee, he/she can only be using one copy at a time. This license 
is nontransferable. 

Multi-User License
Allows a company, organization, household, etc. to install and use this script on multiple 
machines. The number of copies that can be installed and used concurrently depend on 
the number of licenses purchased. This license is nontransferable.
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